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I. 
 

 

Introduction 
 

 
Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
A formal transportation planning process was first conducted by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation (WisDOT) in the Chippewa-Eau Claire Urban Area 
in 1975.  All urban areas over 50,000 population that receive federal 
transportation funds must have a continuous, comprehensive and cooperative 
transportation planning process.  In November of 1982, the Chippewa-Eau Claire 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) was formally established to carry out 
that transportation planning process.  The MPO provides a forum by which 
elected officials, professional transportation staff, and citizens can jointly plan the 
future transportation system.  The MPO is comprised of representatives from the 
cities of Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls, and Altoona, the Village of Lake Hallie, 
Chippewa and Eau Claire Counties, and portions of the surrounding towns of 
Eagle Point, Hallie, Lafayette, Tilden, and Wheaton in Chippewa County, and 
Brunswick, Pleasant Valley, Seymour, Union, and Washington in Eau Claire 
County.  The Chippewa County Town of Anson is also included in the planning 
area and is represented by Chippewa County. 
 
The MPO's geographical area of responsibility for transportation planning and 
programming is delineated by two principal boundaries, as depicted on   Map 1.  
The Urbanized Area (UZA) Boundary originates from the 2000 Census-defined 
urbanized area and has been expanded upon by the MPO to include additional 
adjoining areas of concentrated urban development.  The UZA defines the limits 
of eligibility for federal urban transportation funding assistance under the Urban 
Surface Transportation Program.  The adopted 2000 Chippewa-Eau Claire UZA 
boundary encompasses approximately 110 square miles with an estimated 
population of 100,000 persons. 
 
The Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) Boundary is established for long range 
transportation planning purposes and encompasses the area that is presently 
urbanized and that area which is expected to become urbanized within the long 
range planning horizon.  The year 2030 continues to be the long range 
transportation planning time frame to be addressed in this update to the third 
generation transportation plan. The Chippewa-Eau Claire MPA boundary for the 
year 2030 encompasses approximately 177 square miles with an estimated 2000 
population of 104,000.  Table 1 presents the estimated distribution of area and 
population by minor civil division for both the UZA and MPA boundaries. 
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Table 1 
Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Planning Area 
Population and Area Distribution by Minor Civil Division 
2000 
 

Minor Civil Population Estimates Area Estimate in Square Miles 

Division Urbanized Area Planning Area Urbanized Area Planning Area 
     
Altoona (c) 6,698 6,698 5.7 5.7 
Chippewa Falls (c) 12,925 12,925 11.4 11.4 
Eau Claire (c) 61,704 61,704 31.9 31.9 
Lake Hallie (v) 4,528 4,528 14.4 14.4 
Anson (t) 548 712 2.6 6.0 
Brunswick (t) 0 324 0.1 2.0 
Eagle Point (t) 1,457 1,573 6.4 9.3 
Hallie (t) 0 125 1.4 5.2 
Lafayette (t) 4,019 4,127 12.7 15.7 
Pleasant Valley (t) 783 1,223 1.6 5.3 
Seymour (t) 1,698 2,201 3.6 10.5 
Tilden (t) 113 159 1.2 2.8 
Union (t) 872 1,181 5.2 12.8 
Washington (t) 4,301 5,861 8.4 24.7 
Wheaton (t) 356 664 3.4 19.3 
TOTALS 100,002 104,005 110.0 177.0 

Sources:  U.S. Census and West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
 

The Long Range Transportation Plan for the Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan 
Planning Area 2005 - 2030 was adopted in March of 2006.  In October of 2007, 
the SAFETEA-LU Compliance Supplement to the Long Range Transportation 
Plan for the Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Planning Area was adopted to 
maintain compliance with federal transportation legislation, adding 
documentation of environmental agency consultation, and policies on future long-
range transportation plan development. 
 
 

The Purpose of This Update 
 
Previously cited federal transportation legislation relative to MPO long range 
transportation planning requires that plans be updated every 5 years, but also 
that plans have a minimum 20-year horizon at the time of adoption.  This would 
require that the Chippewa-Eau Claire plan, adopted in March of 2006, be 
updated by March of 2011, however, it is not expected that new socio-economic 
data will be available from the 2010 census by that time, making a full plan 
update with an extension of the horizon date to maintain a 20-year horizon, a 
less than useful task.  This document serves to update the 2006 plan through 
validation and update of existing data and recommendations as appropriate, and 
by addressing some new areas of emphasis, namely the adoption of 
performance indicators for future planning efforts, the development of base data 
for those indicators, and consideration of sustainability and livability as related to 
transportation and land use in the Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Planning 
Area.  Adoption of this document by the end of calendar 2010, meets the require-
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ment for a 20-year horizon.  The next update, with a planning process beginning 
in 2013 and adoption in 2015, will update socio-economic data, projections, 
analysis, and recommendations, likely with a horizon date of 2040.   
 
The Transportation Efficiency Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21), and subsequent 
federal transportation acts, most recently the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient, Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), 
prescribes seven broad “areas” to be considered.  They include: 
 

1. Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan planning area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, and 
efficiency; 

2. Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users; 

3. Increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people and 
for freight; 

4. Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, 
and improve quality of life; 

5. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, 
across and between modes, for people and freight; 

6. Promote efficient system management and operation; and 

7. Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system. 

 
These elements were addressed in the 2006 plan.  This document reaffirms and 
updates these areas of concern, while adding two sections discussing 
sustainability and livability and performance measures. 
 
 

Public Involvement 
 
The metropolitan transportation planning process for the Chippewa-Eau Claire 
MPO has developed and adopted (July 11, 2007) a proactive public involvement 
process that provides complete information, timely public notice, full public 
access to key decisions, and supports early and continuing involvement of the 
public in developing plans and Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs).  
The plan is consistent with all applicable federal regulations relating to the fair 
and equal treatment of all segments of the population.  In addition to traditional 
public notices, input is solicited from stakeholder contacts (see Appendix A).   For 
this update, the stakeholder contacts were notified of the plan update, in its early 
stages.  They were made aware of the 2006 plan’s availability on the WCWRPC 
website, and asked for any input on issues for consideration in plan update 
process.  They were also made aware of the availability of draft update 
documents, and given opportunity to review and comment.  Appendix A 
chronicles the public involvement process employed in the development of this 
update of the Long Range Transportation Plan for 2030. 



4  Introduction 

This page intentionally left blank 
 
 
 
 
 



Lake

Wissota

Altoona      Lake

Dells
Pond

C h i p p e w
 a      

R i v e
 r

C h i p p e w a    R i v e r

Lake
Hallie

E a u   C l a i r e

R i v e r

Half  Moon
Lake

R i v e rC h i p p e w
 a 

HWY.  124

HWY.  29

HW
Y.

  1
24

HW
Y.

  1
78

HW
Y.

  9
3

HWY.  37 & 85

Chippewa Falls

Altoona
Eau Claire

Lake Hallie

Eau Claire County
Chippewa County

C h i p p e w
 a      

R i v e
 r

City of Chippewa Falls Inset

Dells
Pond

E a u   C l a i r e

Half  Moon
Lake

City of Eau Claire Inset
West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

MPO
Boundaries

2003 Urbanized Area Boundary (UZA)

2000 Minor Civil Division Boundary (MCD)
2030 Metropolitan Planning Area Boundary (MPA)

N

EW

S

Adopted:
October 2, 2002
Amended:
June 4, 2003

2 0 2 4 Miles

Chippewa - Eau Claire
Metropolitan Planning Area

2010 - 2030

MAP 1



101
109

102 103

171105

104

106

110

107
108

111

138
136 125

123

124
118135

146

126
140

127
137

119

139 170

141
134

122
133

117

168

132142
143

131
121

144
145

116
113 112

128

147

130

120 115148
129 114

167

169

155
149

150

312

154
156

164 153 152

151

158

165

157

159162
163166 161 160

172 173 174 175 176
237

238
239

240
241 293 294

304

177
244 243242

178
179 180 236

245

246 247
181

187
305291

196182 292183
195

186 184
185 248

235 250
234

249

197 251194192 193 252190 191

309

233
253255

198

202
201

200

188

257
205

204 203 232231224 256

306

199

290

308

230 258223 254
222

225
221 226

259 286 287 288206 228220

229
227 289 295 310219 260

296
261

208

311

207
285

307
284262263264

266
218

268

189

267
297 303

265
217216

298

209

282269 270
271

277
283

280

281274

272

210

215 214 300
273

275 299
279

276
278211

301

212

213

302

Lake

Wissota

Altoona      Lake

Dells
Pond

C h i p p e w
 a      

R i v e
 r

C h i p p e w a    R i v e r

Lake
    Hallie

E a u   C l a i r e

Half  Moon

R i v e r

315

329

314

319320

169

323

324

325

326 331
337

327 328
330

321

332

333

334

335

317

318

336

313

322

316

C h i p p e w
 a      

R i v e
 r

138
136 125

123
135 126

140
127

137

139 170

141

134

122

133
132142

143

131
121

144
145

128

130

104

119

322

City of Chippewa Falls Inset

236
245

246
181

196182 183
195184

235
250

234
249

197 251194193 252
233

255
198

202

201
200 257232231224 256

199
230

258
223

222 225
221 226

259 286
287228220

229
227219 260 261

Dells
Pond

E a u   C l a i r e

City of Eau Claire Inset
West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

MAP 2

Traffic Analysis
Zones

2030 Metropolitan Planning Area Boundary

N

EW

S

000

Chippewa - Eau Claire
Metropolitan Planning Area

2010 - 2030


