
Cluster-based approaches to economic 
development is receiving increasing attention, 
though “economic cluster” is defined differently 
depending on the source.  A true economic cluster 
is a concentration of similar, related, or 
complimentary businesses with active channels 
for communication, business transactions, and 
mutual support.   
 
Looking at our region’s largest employers is one 
mean of identifying potential concentrations and 
clusters.  Of our 259 largest employers with 100 
more employees (as of March 2007): 

�  55 (21%) were manufacturing and food 
processing industries 

�  43 (17%) were schools and colleges 
�  39 (15%) were retail, of which 31% were 

in Eau Claire & St. Croix counties each 
�  38 (15%) were health and social services 

related (non-manufacturing) 
 
The map shows the primary industry 
concentrations of employers with 100+ employees 
in our region, excluding government, schools, 
tourism, business services, and retail.  These 
concentrations were largely listed or identified in 
previous reports and studies by county, such as the 
Office of Economic Advisors county workforce 
profiles. The spatial approach on the map shows 
that concentrations often exist within certain areas 
of a county and can cross county boundaries, 
which may not be apparent otherwise. Overall, 
forty-three percent of these largest employers 
were located in the Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, 
and Menomonie area.   
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