The map shows the percent of Non-White students (includes White
Hispanic) enrolled in public schools by district as of September
2008. This information is used as a proxy to show the distribution of
Non-White populations (e.g., Asian, Hispanic, Black, American
Indian) across our region since U.S. Census data is currently
outdated and the data often under reports the minority numbers,
especially in rural areas. Also, by looking at enrolled students, we
receive an indication of the number of established families mvay
likely be in a community for an extended time since they have
enrolled their children in school.

The map shows four concentrations of non-white student
populations of particular note:

Abbotsford Area— The Abbotsford S.D., with a 27.7 percent Non-
White enrollment, has the highest concentration of minority stadent
of any school district in our region. In the elementary school, this
number is roughly 1/3 of the students. The adjacent Colby S.D. has a
10.9 percent Non-White enrollment. The far majority of the non-
white students in these two districts are Hispanic, with maniyef t
families attracted to the area by food processing employment
opportunities.

Interstate 94 Corridor Diversity- Those school districts along
Interstate 94 generally have higher percentages of Non-White
students. The Eau Claire S.D., with a 15.5 percent Non-White
enrollment, is the second highest of any school district in oiwrreg
Though there is a diversity of ethnic groups in these distiicts,
Asian students that make up the largest percentage. Whileitre As
students in the Eau Claire, EIk Mound, and Menomonie districts are
primarily of Hmong descent, the St. Croix County districts have a
more ethnically diverse Asian student population. Also in SiixCr
County, there is a greater mix of Asian and Hispanic populations,
with higher percentages of Hispanic students in the nortteata pf

the county.

Barron County Like Abbotsford, employment opportunities at food
processing facilities in the Cumberland and Barron areas have
attracted a sizable Non-White population. The Cumberland S.D. has
the third highest non-white enrollment in the region at 12.4 pgrcen
with these students split fairly evenly between Hispanid an
American Indian families. Almost seven percent of the enrollnment
the Barron S.D. is Black (largely Somali), with a sigrafit
Hispanic population as well.

St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wiscons#ilhe St. Croix Chippewa
have scattered tribal lands across northwest Wisconsin, including
villages and facilities in northwestern Barron County and
northeastern Polk County. The significant minority enrollniant
school districts such as Unity, Frederic, Turtle Lake, and
Cumberland all reflect a sizable American Indian population.




