The map shows three types of data. First, the map shows thentpeic
assessed land that is classified as assessed agrignlt20®7. Second, the

map shows the number of farms, as reported by the USDA Census of
Agriculture, in each county in the years 1987, 1997, and 2007. As can be seen,
the number of farms in each county has fluctuated in the pastytwears.

The third piece of data that the map shows is the percerrokfin each
respective year that were dairy farms. The map andgheefbelow show this
number has significantly dropped in each of the seven counties.
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Overall, the region has experienced a significant reductiohemumber of
dairy farms. Between 1987 and 2007, the region experienced a @eofeas
3,736 dairy farms, which equates to a 58 percent reduction. A not uncommon
belief is that even though there are fewer dairy farms, the nuofbeilk

cows and milk production has stayed the same or increased overstig)pa
years. However, the region experienced a decrease of 110,900 (-37)percent
milk cows between 1987 and 2007. In looking at annual milk production, the
region now produces 3.38 hillion pounds a year, which is over 745 million
pounds less than 1987, which equates to a decrease of 18 percahed®@r
year period. It should be noted that at the same time, thegaveniék cow in

our region produces 30 percent more milk now than in 1987.

According to the 2007 Census, there were 192,244 milk cows and 2,688 dairy
farms in the region (71.5 cows/farm). In 1997, there were 224,021 owlk c

and 4,227 dairy farms (52.9 cows/farm). In 1987, there were 299,900 milk
cows and 6,424 dairy farms (46.7 cows/farm).



