
 
The map shows the distribution of seasonal homes in the seven county 
region. In 2000, there were a total of 8,976 seasonal units in the region. 47 
percent (4,209) of these units were located in Polk County, with another 26 
percent (2,299) located in Barron County. Polk County’s seasonal units 
made up almost 20 percent of the County’s housing stock. Barron County’s 
seasonal units comprised 11 percent of the County total. The table shows 
seasonal unit distribution by county. As shown, the areas with the largest 
number of seasonal units are in counties with large amounts of water and 
other natural resources. 
 
While the region does contain a 
large number of seasonal units, the 
2000 figures represent a decrease of 
1,710 units (16%) from 1990. This 
is a trend that is being seen 
throughout northern Wisconsin 
wherein seasonal homes are being 
converted to year-round residences 
in high-amenity areas.  Realtors, 
local officials and residents have 
indicated that several things are 
happening to explain the decreasing 
number of seasonal units: 
 
·  Higher-income households seeking to live on lake property are 
purchasing seasonal units. The units are then being converted into 
permanent single-family homes. Lakeside seasonal units are also being 
purchased, torn down, and replaced by permanent single-family homes. 
 
·  Higher-income households are purchasing seasonal units as future 
retirement homes. As these households retire, more seasonal housing is 
becoming permanent single family homes.  
 
·  Fewer traditional “cabins” used only for weekend recreation are 
present. More units that were previously seasonal are now being used year-
round. 
 
An increasing permanent population base showing up in those areas that 
have traditionally had a large number of seasonal homes verifies this 
explanation. As large numbers of seasonal units are converted to permanent 
homes there will be an increasing need for more services and monitoring of 
sensitive shorelines along lakes and rivers.  

 Seasonal Units (2000) 

County Number 
of Units 

% of Total 
Housing 

Barron County 2,299 11.0% 

Chippewa County 694 3.0% 

Clark County 833 6.2% 

Dunn County 285 1.9% 

Eau Claire County 375 1.0% 

Polk County 4,209 19.9% 

St. Croix County 281 1.2% 

West Central 
Wisconsin 8,976 5.8% 


