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West central Wisconsin has an abundance of natural resources which 
provide residents and visitors a wide variety of outdoor recreation 
opportunities. Recreational facilities are often developed and maintained 
through cooperative efforts involving local governments, schools, non-
profit groups, or even multiple communities. Trails, in particular, can 
require a high level of intergovernmental coordination and efforts to extend 
or connect trails are underway in our region.  Recreational activities can 
also conflict with other activities or uses, such as multi-use trails, water 
sports, and ATV use on roads.  
  
The table shows the 
trail miles and acres 
of non-Managed 
Forest Law public 
recreational lands in 
the region. The map 
identifies our region’s 
surface waters, state 
trails, and primary 
federal, state, and 
county recreational 
lands. Privately 
owned forest crop and 
managed forest lands 
are also shown, 
though not all of these 
properties are open to 
the public. Many communities, schools, churches, and private groups 
across the region also own and maintain parks and recreational facilities 
not shown on the map. 
 
Counties and local municipalities must have an outdoor recreation plan 
(ORP) adopted within the past five years in order to be eligible for outdoor 
recreation grant dollars administered by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources. Most counties and many communities have met this 
prerequisite.   
 
The State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 2005-2010 (SCORP) 
provides some insight into recreational supply shortages for different sub-
regions of the state, though this analysis should be considered carefully 
since local needs may vary. In general, the SCORP identifies parks, 
campgrounds, and boat launches needed in many parts of our region, while 
soccer fields, tennis courts, nature centers, and picnic areas are in short 
supply in many of our developed areas.   
 

Trail Miles & Recreational Lands  

County 
Trail 
Miles 
(1998) 

County 
Rank by 

Trail 
Miles 
(1998) 

Acres of 
Non-MFL 

Rec. 
Lands 
(2005) 

Barron 304 28 23,230 
Chippewa 393 14 44,330 
Clark 345 19 134,460 
Dunn 294 30 16,412 
Eau Claire 184 54 58,511 
Polk 334 21 43,008 
St. Croix 262 32 19,165 
Total 2,116  339,116 


