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Polk County 
Conditions and Trends Report 

Errors and Omissions 
July 1, 2009 

 
Purpose 
This is a brief supplemental report primarily intended to offer corrections to errors found 
in the Polk County Conditions and Trends Report (CTR) issued on January 15, 2009.  In 
some cases, additional clarifying or explanatory text and supplemental materials are 
included here as well.  However, it is not the intent that this errors and omissions report 
provide updated information, though more recent data is available some sections.  This 
supplemental report format was chosen for convenience of those readers who previously 
received a full copy of the original report.   
 
 
1.  Issues and Opportunities Information 
 
misc  General Note on Plans, Programs, & Land Use Policies  
Information on plans, programs, and land use policies are typically not included in the 
CTR.  Such information can be found in a special addendum entitled “Inventory of Plans, 
Programs, and Land Use Policies in West Central Wisconsin” which was completed in 
October 2008. 
 
p. 28  Correction to Table 1.10 
The 2015 projected population for Georgetown should be 2,168.  The totals and percent 
change are correct. 
 
p. 40-43 Corrections to Table 1.15 
The 2000 percent unemployment was calculated incorrectly for all communities.  Divide 
the number unemployed by the number in the labor force to arrive at the correct 
percentage.  The 1990 percent unemployment is correct. 
 
p. 79  Correction to Table 1.23 
State of Wisconsin percent change should be 48.7%, not 47.1%. 
 
 
2.  Housing Information 
 
General Note on Housing Cost Data 
Housing value and rental income data is not available for all units.  As such, unit totals 
may differ from unit-by-cost totals between different tables. 
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p. 93  Corrected Table 2.10 
A corrected version of Table 2.10 is provided on the following page correcting a number 
of errors.   
 
 p. 95-103 Clarification regarding Table 2.12 
Due to differences in source data, the total housing units is not equal to the sum of single-
family units, multi-family units, and mobile homes for some communities.  Also, in the 
1980 Census, seasonal housing units were not considered vacant and were not included in 
the total vacant units.  This changed with the 1990 census, at which time total seasonal 
units were included as a sub-sect of “total vacant” units. 
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Table 2.10 
Housing Unit Projections – 2000 to 2030 – Polk County Municipalities 

 
2000 

Projection 
2005 

Projection 
2010 

Projection 
2015 

Projection 
2020 

Projection 
2025 

Projection 
2030 

Towns 
Town of Alden 1,235 1,385 1,533 1,691 1,842 1,976 2,094 
Town of Apple River 625 683 749 821 888 946 999 
Town of Balsam Lake 1,018 1,097 1,203 1,312 1,422 1,514 1,595 
Town of Beaver 441 500 544 589 631 667 698 
Town of Black Brook 448 525 589 656 723 784 836 
Town of Bone Lake 434 483 543 602 661 715 761 
Town of Clam Falls 352 371 380 389 395 398 398 
Town of Clayton 412 450 488 528 565 597 625 
Town of Clear Lake 290 317 339 361 384 399 414 
Town of Eureka 567 664 736 814 888 955 1,012 
Town of Farmington 555 637 714 795 874 943 1,006 
Town of Garfield 707 818 921 1,032 1,139 1,235 1,322 
Town of Georgetown 1,274 1,386 1,518 1,656 1,789 1,907 2,010 
Town of Johnstown 418 461 504 554 599 640 675 
Town of Laketown 445 456 469 483 493 500 500 
Town of Lincoln 1,119 1,210 1,322 1,440 1,555 1,653 1,738 
Town of Lorain 173 177 188 197 204 211 214 
Town of Luck 400 405 415 422 429 431 429 
Town of McKinley 223 235 247 256 264 271 278 
Town of Milltown 811 892 975 1,061 1,142 1,212 1,273 
Town of Osceola 829 1,085 1,286 1,495 1,704 1,899 2,077 
Town of St. Croix Falls 538 606 665 725 783 834 876 
Town of Sterling 521 556 605 655 703 746 782 
Town of West Sweden 327 348 366 386 404 416 427 
Villages 
Village of Balsam Lake 673 703 769 843 910 970 1,024 
Village of Centuria 361 406 442 481 518 549 576 
Village of Clayton 208 233 254 276 298 316 331 
Village of Clear Lake 478 510 544 580 614 643 664 
Village of Dresser 312 362 401 443 483 520 550 
Village of Frederic 586 584 608 632 654 668 677 
Village of Luck 572 601 635 674 709 737 760 
Village of Milltown 437 459 488 518 546 569 588 
Village of Osceola 1,072 1,194 1,317 1,448 1,573 1,684 1,780 
Village of Turtle Lake* 31 38 46 53 61 67 76 
Cities        
City of Amery 1,311 1,373 1,448 1,525 1,600 1,652 1,694 
City of St. Croix Falls 926 990 1,073 1,161 1,245 1,317 1,377 
POLK COUNTY 21,129 23,201 25,324 27,554 29,693 31,541 33,135 
source: U.S. Census.  

*Portion of Turtle Lake located in Polk County only.  
�



4 

5.  Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Information 
 
p. 172-178 General Note regarding AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES  
Data from the 2007 Census of Agriculture from the U.S. Department of Agriculture is 
now available, but this information was not available at the time the CTR was compiled.  
While the CTR tables have not been updated, West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission is incorporating 2007 Census of Agriculture statistics into our regional-level 
planning analysis and reports.  Information on this census update is available at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007 
 
p. 172-178 Clarification/Addendum regarding AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
Adjusted 1997 Census of Agriculture numbers provided by the USDA National 
Agricultural Statistics Service were used in this report, offering comparability to 
2002 data.  Caution should be taken when making comparisons with earlier agricultural 
census data, since the number of farms are undercounted for many areas. 
 
p.186  Addendum to NATURAL RESOURCES-SENSITIVE LANDS 
Detailed data on the encroachment and loss of many of these sensitive areas (e.g., 
wetlands, steep slopes) was not readily available for inclusion in this report.  WCWRPC 
may further supplement this information in the future as resources allow.  In the interim, 
community-specific questions can be directed to the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WisDNR).  WisDNR contact information is available at their webpage, 
including the service centers in the region: ����������	
�	�
��
������������������������� , 
such as their location in Cumberland, Wisconsin. 
 
p. 186  Addendum to SHORELANDS 
Shoreland encroachment data is not readily available.  However, Map 1.2 provided 
earlier in the report shows that some of the fastest growing municipalities in Polk County 
since 1970 are communities with significant surface water features.  Within the larger 
region as shown in the map below, such communities often have higher numbers of 
seasonal housing units, though not all such units are in shoreland areas. 
 
There are signs that seasonal units in west central Wisconsin are increasingly becoming 
year-round or retirement homes.  Further, with many of the prime lakefront properties 
already developed, there may be an increasing demand for shoreland properties on rivers. 
 
In lieu of shoreland encroachment data, the following sub-section does include estimates 
of structures potentially located in the 100-year floodplain.  There is a significant overlap 
between shorelands and 100-year floodplains, so this additional information does provide 
a sense of shoreland development trends in Polk County. 
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p. 186  Addendum to FLOODPLAINS 
Polk County has not had serious riverine or lake flooding problems in recent history.  
Most of the County’s rivers and lakes have minimal fluctuation and stay within their 
banks during heavy rains or spring runoff.  For those areas prone to riverine or lake 
flooding, precautions have been implemented to mitigate flood damage (e.g., floodplain 
zoning, dam controls). 
 
During the 2002 flooding, the St. Croix River exceeded the 100-year flood and was the 
largest flood on historic record.  Water rushed down-river at a rate of 62,000 square feet 
per second or 26.7 million gallons per minute.  However, damage within the St. Croix 
River floodplain was minimal and limited primarily to parks and landings.  In short, 
flooding problems in Polk County in recent decades have been more the result of 
stormwater runoff and dam failure, rather than riverine or lake flooding.   
 
In total, there have only been thirteen National Flood Insurance Claims (NFIP) in Polk 
County to date, and only four such claims since 1990.  Of these claims, six occurred at 
two locations—Sand Lake in the Town of Osceola (4 claims) and Sand Lake in the Town 
of Laketown (2 claims).  
 

Seasonal Units in West Central Wisconsin (2000) 
 



6 

As part of the Polk County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, an estimate of the number 
of potential structures in the 100-year floodplains was produced.  This estimate was 
developed using a combination of orthophotography, a 2000 survey of structures in 
unincorporated areas, interviews with cities and villages, and FEMA Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs).  However, this analysis should only be used to identify general 
trends, since elevation data for these structures was not available and the accuracy of the 
FIRMs can be questionable; site specific analysis is often needed to definitively 
determine if a structure is indeed within a floodplain.   
 
The table on the following page identifies the numbers and types of potentially 
floodprone structures in each community which may be located within the 100-year 
floodplain.  Approximately 40% of all residential structures in the floodplains of 
unincorporated areas of Polk County can be found within three towns—Lincoln, Apple 
River, and Alden.  The Town of Lincoln has the largest number of these residential 
structures with 60.  It is important to note that the FIRMs which delineate the FEMA 
100-year floodplain for Polk County are being updated, which will likely result in some 
changes to these numbers. 
 
This information can also serve as a proxy for identifying areas of shoreline 
encroachment.  For more information on flood risks and vulnerabilities in Polk County, 
please refer to the Polk County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan. 
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Potential Structures in the 100-Year Floodplain by Community (2000) 
Polk County 

Community Residential Commercial Govern- 
mental 

Estimated 
Value 

Towns     
Lincoln 60 2  $6,314,108 
Apple River 53 1  $4,734,108 
Alden 46 1  $6,007,066 
Balsam Lake 37   $2,618,971 
Laketown 27   $1,760,345 
Garfield 23 1  $2,910,566 
Osceola 22  1 $2,617,013 
McKinley 22   $842,050 
Georgetown 15   $1,219,020 
Luck 14   $821,715 
Black Brook 12   $1,131,060 
Milltown 10   $1,121,170 
West Sweden 10   $648,110 
Sterling 9  1 $422,008 
St. Croix Falls 7   $574,714 
Clam Falls 6 1  $500,854 
Beaver 5   $422,355 
Farmington 4   $510,148 
Bone Lake 4   $304,380 
Clayton 3   $177,660 
Eureka 3   $229,653 
Lorain 2   $92,772 

subtotal 394 6 2 $35,979,846 
Cities & Villages     
V. of Frederic  3  $459,756 
V. of Luck 2   $183,928 
C. of Amery 3   $217,650 
C. of St. Croix Falls 3   $652,000 
Total 402 9 2 $37,493,180 
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p. 187  Addendum to WETLANDS 
According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources based on 1978-1979 aerial 
photography, Polk County had 60,921 acres of wetlands which are five acres or larger.  
This constitutes approximately 10.4 percent of the county’s total surface area.  Detailed 
data on wetland losses in Polk County was not readily available for inclusion within this 
report.  It has been estimated that approximately 47% of Wisconsin’s original pre-
settlement wetland acreage had been lost by 1979. 
 
 
6.  Economic Development Information 
 
p.199  General Note regarding ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INFO. 
Significant economic changes have occurred since the CTR was released and more recent 
data is now available for many of the charts and tables.  While the CTR provides a 
thorough review of pertinent economic trends, the data sources given in this section may 
need to be contacted for more recent information. 
 
p. 199  Addendum to ELEMENT CONTEXT: 
Please note that the layout, data, and description of the economy in this section was 
largely compiled during the Summer of 2008 with the input of a variety of economic 
development agencies in the region, including economic development corporations, 
universities, technical colleges, and Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development.  
Since economic changes can occur quickly at varying levels, much of the data in this 
section will often require updating prior to use for specific projects or purposes. 
 
p. 224  Clarification regarding ENVIRON. CONTAMINATED SITES 
The municipality field in the Wisconsin Bureau of Remediation and Redevelopment 
Tracking System (BRRTS) database includes post offices.  As such, some contaminated 
sites may not be located in the municipality identified in the CTR, but are actually located 
in an adjacent unincorporated community served by the same post office.  This also 
applies to Table 6.10 as well.     
 
 
7.  Land Use Information 
 
p. 251  Correction to Table 7.6 
The County Total Percent Change for 1998 to 2007 should be 41.9%, not 29.5%. 
 
p. 252  Correction to Table 7.7 
The County Total Percent Change for 1998 to 2007 should be 20.9%, not 17.3%. 
 
p. 253  Correction to Table 7.8 
The County Total Percent Change for 1998 to 2007 should be 14.5%, not 12.7%. 


