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Work Destinations for Employed Persons 
Residing in West Central

 Wisconsin Counties

Other state
Minnesota
Other WI county

Home County
Home MCD

 
             source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000. 
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Key Transportation Issues
in West Central Wisconsin
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Interstate 94 (in red) is the
primary road transportation

route between the Twin Cities
and Madison, Milwaukee,

Chicago and the East Coast.

USH 64 to 63 is a major route
for travellers from the Twin
Cities area to Wisconsin's
Northwoods; this traffic will
increase w/ the St. Croix
Crossing Project

Prone to serious accidents;
under study by WisDOT

USH 8 Final EIS released which
proposes added access controls
and potential bypasses

Multi-jurisdictional effort
underway to improve
shipping rail service thru
Barron & Chippewa Co's

USH 53 bypass completed
in 2006 opened many new
areas to development pressure

Trail & road ATV use is
very popular in eastern

Eau Claire & western Clark
Counties and some other

areas of the region.

STH 29 4-lane opened in
2005 w/ significant 
alignment changes

35+% of St. Croix Co.
residents commute to

Twin Cities; public
transportation options
under consideration

W. Central WI Rail Coalition
promoting passenger rail
service through the region

Analysis underway on potential
expansion of I-94 to 6-lanes

from USH 12 to Roberts.

St. Croix Crossing
Project involves a new
bridge, trail systems, 
and significant 
land-use impacts

Polk County
Barron County

Dunn County

Eau Claire County

Clark County

Chippewa County

Primary Connector Routes
Backbone Routes

STH 29 has been declared a freeway
from I-94 to STH 73 in Thorp; the
remaining section to the east is 
anticipated to receive freeway

designation in the future.

Recent STH 35 improvements
to 4-lane limited access and

designated as freeway.

Second heaviest
travelled segment

of Interstate in 
the State

Recent bypass & lane expansions
on parts of STH 64.  In late 2009,

WisDOT to begin process to declare
portion from St. Jo./Somerset town line
to New Richmond/116 St. as freeway. 
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  Burlington Northern-Santa Fe 
  Canadian National 
  Canadian Pacific Railway (Soo Line Railroad) 
  Union Pacific Railroad 
  Progressive Rail, Inc. 
 
 
  Amtrack Station 
   

  Major Commercial Ports 

  Rail lines out of service 
  Local Rail Bank 
  Rails-to-Trails 
  In Rails-to-Trails Negotiation & Out of Service  

      
 source:  excerpt from WisDOT 2008 Wisconsin Railroads map, 2008 

2008 West Central  
Wisconsin Railroads

Highway Mileage by County and Jurisdiction 

State County Town Village City

Barron 141.8 290.7 131.4 41.9 1386.7 1992.5
Chippewa 210.4 489.6 1126.1 102.9 155.6 2084.6
Clark 157.4 300.9 2597.6 23.3 91.4 3170.6
Dunn 205.8 425.4 989.2 42.4 91.3 1754.0
Eau Claire 150.4 421.0 613.4 14.1 367.7 1566.6

Polk 159.2 331.4 1300.0 105.4 43.3 1939.3
St. Croix 204.1 338.6 1117.8 106.3 156.1 1922.9
WC Region 1229.0 2597.6 7875.5 436.3 2292.0 14430.4
source:  WisDOT, Wisconsin Information System for Local Roads, January 1, 2008.
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 Change in Annual Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
 by County (1998-2007) 

County
Barron Co.
Chippewa Co.
Clark Co.
Dunn Co.
Eau Claire Co.
Polk Co.
St. Croix Co.

State of Wisconsin
WC Region total
source:  WisDOT.

Annual VMT 
1998

Annual  VMT 
2007

Percent  
Change        

(1998-2007)
526,512,500 565,400,000 7.39%
677,111,500 800,700,000 18.25%
398,616,500 409,600,000 2.76%
613,419,000 662,200,000 7.95%
996,413,500 1,075,000,000 7.89%
388,834,500 413,300,000 6.29%

4,470,994,500 5,044,600,000 12.83%

870,087,000 1,118,400,000 28.54%

56,047,940,000 59,492,700,000 6.15%

 


